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The A. L. A. Vice-President and His Library 


One of the interesting features of the 
annual conference to be held this year 
in Los Angeles, California, is the op- 
portunity afforded librarians to visit the 
Los Angeles Public Library building, an 
outstanding example of modern architec- 
ture. 

Completed in July, 1926, the Central 
Library is the design of Bertram Gros- 
venor Goodhue. As an example of con- 
screte construction, modern in honest 
Simplicity of line and design, yet draw- 
ing from traditions of many historic 
styles, it has established a precedent 
which may be traced in various recent 
public buildings. 

Of concrete construction, 


it is sur- 


faced with buff stucco, with limestone 
incorporated at entrances, windows and 
cornices where the exquisitely wrought 
sculptures by Lee Lawrie are carved in 
the stone. Each entrance and facade in 
itself is an interesting study in sculp- 
tures and inscriptions symbolic of the 
significance of the library. 

A site of five acres in the heart of the 
city gives space for terraced lawns, and 
on one side a group of pools and an ave- 
nue of cypress trees make an inviting 
approach, softening and beautifying the 
neutral tone of the building. 

When Everett R. Perry, vice-presi- 
dent of the A. L. A., went to Los 
Angeles in 1911 to take charge of the 
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public library, he found awaiting him 
an inadequate collection of books housed 
in crowded rooms which were rented 
from a department store. 

The changes which have been wrought 
since then are summed up by Helen T. 
Kennedy, second assistant librarian in 
the Los Angeles library: “Today,” she 
writes, “the central library of a million 
books is housed in a commodious three- 
story structure; thirty-seven of forty- 
nine branches are located in buildings 
owned by the library, and in addition 
eighty-five stations are scattered through 
the city to facilitate service to its one 
million people and to make ‘books within 
a mile of every home’ something more 
than a mere slogan.” 

Mr. Perry was born in Worcester, 
Massachusetts. Educated at public 
schools and at Harvard, he received his 
library training at the New York State 
Library School and served his appren- 
ticeship under Dr. Billings in the New 
York Public Library. 

He also had the advantage of a sum- 
mer of travel in Europe before begin- 
ning his work, and additional experience 
in the Harvard College and St. Louis 
Public Libraries. 


A. L. A. 


$4,000 More Toward Endowment 


One thousand dollars was voted to the 
A. L. A. endowment fund by the League 
of Library Commissions at its midwin- 
ter meeting. Mrs. Elizabeth Claypool 
Earl introduced the motion which re- 
sulted in the gift. This will be in the 


form of two five-year sustaining mem- 
berships, one in the name of the League 
and the other in the name of the presi- 
dent, Mrs. Lillian B. Griggs. 


Because 


Since he has been at Los Angeles, he 
has remodeled the old training class and 
developed a library school in connection 
with the library, which is a member of 
the Association of American Library 
Schools and accredited by the Board of 
Education for Librarianship. Recently 
he has organized a municipal reference 
department in connection with the new 
city hall. 

“Since the completion of the new 
building, however, Mr. Perry takes life 
a little more easily,” writes Miss Ken- 
nedy, “even to the extent of two after- 
noons off when formerly he often had 
none, but he still keeps a steadying hand 
on every department and branch of 
service lest one develop unduly at the 
expense of the other.” 

Mr. Perry believes in giving service 
to all parts of the city before attempting 
to serve special classes. Being interested 
in adult education he feels that those in 
charge should represent the best in train- 
ing and experience. In consequence, he 
appoints senior attendants of experience 
for the Information Desk and the serv- 
ice of Adult Education. 


News 


each new sustaining membership may be 
counted at a capitalized value of $2,000 
toward the A. L. A. million-dollar fund, 
the gift of the League of Library Com- 
missions will result in a total credit of 
$4,000 for the Association. Mrs. Earl, 
who made the motion, is herself a ten- 
year Sustaining Member. 


Institute Director Announced 


Alice S. Tyler has accepted the direc- 
torship of the Rural Library Extension 
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Institute being planned by the A. L. A. 
Committee on Library Extension, and 
will conduct the course in state library 
extension. Miss Tyler’s experience, as 
secretary of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion and as dean of the Library School 
of Western Reserve University, brings 
to the Institute an unusual combination 
of extension and teaching background. 
State and county extension workers of 
ability are already registering for the In- 
stitute. As the enrollment is necessarily 
limited, early application to J. W. Mer- 
rill, 520 North Michigan Avenue, Chi- 
cago, is advised. Dates are June 30 to 
July 18, at the College of Agriculture 
of the University of Wisconsin. 
Los Angeles Conference 

Dates for the annual conference will 
be June 23-28. 

Rates at the Biltmore Hotel, incor- 
rectly reported in the December Buille- 
tin, will be: single rooms, $5-$8 ; double 
room with double beds, $7-$10; with 
twin beds, $8-$12; all rooms with bath. 
When more than two occupy one room, 
there will be an additional charge of $2 
per person. 

Subcription Books Bulletin 

More than 500 subscriptions have 
already been received for the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, before the appear- 
ance of the first number. This is a 
good indication of the interest in this 
newest A. L. A. project, which is being 
undertaken in response to many long- 
continued calls for assistance. 

For the first time the A. L. A. will 
go into print with reviews which do not 
always carry a recommendation. In The 
Booklist, the A. L. A. catalogs, the 
Mudge Guide, and the many A. L. A. 
lists, inclusion constitutes tacit recom- 
mendation. The object of the Subscrip- 


tion Books Bulletin will be not only to 
help librarians, teachers and parents to 
select the good sets, but to avoid the 
poor ones. 

The first issue, which will appear late 
in January, will be larger than following 
issues and will contain some special 
features that will give it particular and 
lasting value. Among these are points 
for judging an encyclopedia ; cooperative 
measures suggested by the A. L. A. 
Committee on Subscription Books to the 
Subscription Book Committee of the 
National Association of Book Publish- 
ers; fourteen resolutions adopted by a 
group of subscription book publishers at 
a Trade Practice Conference held in 
Washington in 1924; an index to other 
sources of reviews of subscription 
books; reports on fourteen or fifteen 
subscription works. 

Although subscription to the Bulletin 
costs only one dollar a year, the first 
number will be priced at fifty cents a 
copy. One order for 100 copies of the 
first number has been received. The 
chairman of the A. L. A. Committee 
on Subscription Books is May Wood 
Wigginton of the Denver Public Li- 
brary, who will welcome suggestions for 
the improvement of the service the Bul- 
letin hopes to offer. 


Fellowship Grants 


Applications for Carnegie Corpora- 
tion fellowship grants for the school 
year 1930-31 should be filed before 
March 1, 1930. 

As announced last year, the purpose 
of the grants is to enable persons who 
have shown promise of capacity to con- 
tribute to the advancement of the library 
profession to pursue a year of study and 
research in library problems. 

In general, candidates should be grad- 
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uates of approved colleges or universi- 
ties, and should have had one year’s 
work in a library school, but these re- 
quirements may be waived in excep- 
tional cases. 

The stipend will be $1,500 or more, 
and will vary according to the require- 
ments of individual students. When 
warranted the stipend may be renewed 
for a second year. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the Advisory Group on Library 
Fellowship Grants, Carnegie Corpora- 
tion, 522 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City. 


The American School of the Air 


Effie Power, chairman of the Section 
for Library Work with Children, is re- 
sponsible for the reading lists to be 
used in connection with the American 
School of the Air radio programs to be 
initiated in February. 

The programs will be divided into five 
sections. Every Tuesday, beginning 
February 4th, a dramatic episode con- 
nected with the life of some hero of 
American history will be broadcast, 
those chosen being Christopher Colum- 
bus, Sir Walter Raleigh, John Smith, 
Governor Brewster, Sieur La Salle, 
Junipero Serra, George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Daniel Boone, Rob- 
ert Fulton, Lewis and Clark, Sam Hous- 
ton, Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee, 
and heroes of the air. 

On February 6th and the following 
three Thursdays, four broadcasts on 
American literature will be presented. 
The first of these will consist of Ameri- 
can myths and folk tales. On February 
13, Edwin Markham, famous American 
poet, will read and discuss the poetry 
best loved by children. The following 
week’s broadcast will be based on the 


works of Robert Louis Stevenson, and 
the series will conclude with a program 
entitled “Friends in Bookland.” 

Later programs will be devoted to a 
musical panorama, presenting composi- 
tions typical to all parts of the United 
States; folk music; nature study ; health 
and hygiene. There will also be broad- 
casts on social service and art. 

A faculty of sixteen distinguished 
American educational leaders will pass 
upon the broadcasts before they go on 
the air, and Secretary of the Interior 
Ray Lyman Wilbur, Dr. Julius Klein, 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce, and 
U. S. Commissioner of Education W. 
John Cooper will advise and actively 
participate in the presentation of the 
programs. 

Broadcasting will be done over the 
Columbia Broadcasting System at 2:30 
eastern standard time, 1:30 central, 
12:30 mountain and 11:30 Pacific coast 
time. 

Miss Power’s lists will be printed 
fortnightly in The Voice of the Air,a 
bulletin which will be distributed free to 
libraries requesting it. The cooperation 
of libraries, by means of special bulletin 
board announcements and exhibits, as 
well as by the printing of these or other 
lists in newspapers, should help to stimu- 
late the use of books in preparation for 
these programs. 


Conference Planned 


A conference of the Federal Farm 
Board and officers of the A. L. A. may 
result from action taken at the Midwin- 
ter meetings. The Committee on Library 
Extension at its business meeting passed 
a resolution asking the Executive Board 
to initiate such a conference, in the hope 
of enlisting the interest of the Federal 
Farm Board in the county library. The 
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Executive Assistant had previously 
found the Public Relations Counsel of 
the Farm Board eager for the help of 
libraries in the educational aspect of her 
work. TheExecutive Board approved the 
suggestion, leaving details to be worked 
out by the President and Secretary. 


State and Federal Aid 


Tentative digests on state aid and fed- 
eral aid for county library development 
were prepared by the Committee on 
Library Extension for use at the Mid- 
winter Meetings. 
on request. 


Copies are available 


Program for Southeast 

A program for library development in 
the Southeast was discussed at a meet- 
ing of the new Policy Committee of 
the Southeastern Library Association at 
Atlanta, Georgia, December 21. The 
full membership was present, as well as 
Charlotte Templeton, president of the 
Association (also the Southern member 
of the A. L. A. Committee on Library 
Extension), and two representatives of 
the Julius Rosenwald Fund, Clark Fore- 
man and Jackson E. Towne. Harold F. 
Brigham, Nashville, Tennessee, was 
elected chairman of the Committee and 
Helen V. Stelle, Tampa, Florida, sec- 
retary. 


Arkansas Grant 


The work of the Arkansas Free 
Library Service Bureau will be greatly 


strengthened by a grant from the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund, matched by the State, 
according to word received by the Com- 
mittee on Library Extension. The in- 
crease provides for an assistant, clerical 
help, travel and books. 


Suggestions Wanted 

The editorial staff at Headquarters 
will soon begin its annual task of com- 
piling a list of forty notable American 
books of the year just past, for the In- 
ternational Institute of Intellectual Co- 
operation of the League of Nations. 
Suggestions for the list will be warmly 
received and put on the tentative list. It 
should be remembered that every title 
chosen must have been published first in 
the United States in 1929, that it must 
be a real contribution to its subject and 
to American culture, and that it must be 
intelligible to the educated general 
reader. Suggestions should be addressed 
to the Editor of Publications, A. L. A. 
Headquarters. 

Publicity Aid 

A list of “Birthdays of Contemporary 
Authors” has been compiled by Mathilde 
D. Williams, editorial assistant, Public 
Library, Washington, D. C. Over one 
hundred dates are given, which, with 
a few exceptions, supplement M. E. 
Hazeltine’s Anniversaries and holidays. 
Copies of the list may be obtained from 
the Publicity Assistant, A. L. A. Head- 
quarters. 


Are You a Children’s Librarian? 
Are You a School Librarian? 
Are You a College or Reference Librarian ? 


If your answer is yes to any of these 
questions, you will be interested in the 
yearbooks, to be published by the A. L. 


A., to 
groups. 
The Children’s library yearbook, by 


represent these professional 
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the Committee on Library Work with 
Children, will be the second in this 
series. It will contain contributions 
from those active in this field, recording 
the various phases of work with chil- 
dren and professional preparation and 
training necessary. 


The College and reference library 
yearbook, by a committee of the Col- 
lege and Reference Section, will be the 
second in this field, and will follow in 
general the plan of the earlier number, 
giving news and important progress. 


The School library yearbook, number 
4, by the Education Committee, will give 
special emphasis to the elementary 
school library and its problems. It will 
include important contributions, bibliog- 
raphies and notes of progress, as in 
earlier numbers. 


Each yearbook will contain a direc- 
tory of A. L. A. members belonging to 
the group represented. If you are eligi- 
ble for one of these directories, send in 


Opportunities for 


your name, position, library, city and 
state to Cora M. Beatty, at A. L. A. 
Headquarters. If you are not already a 
member, join now; get your name into 
one of these important professional lists, 
ally yourself with a great professional 
body with whose work and aims you 
have much in common, and receive its 
Bulletins and announcements. 


For the children’s librarians direc- 
tory: all librarians who give more than 
half their time to work in children’s 
departments or young people’s rooms, 
and instructors in children’s library 
work in library schools. 


For the school librarians directory: 
all school librarians, members of school 
department staffs, normal school and 
teachers college librarians. 


Basis for inclusion in the directory of 
the second issue of the College and 
reference library yearbook has not yet 
been decided on by the committee, and 
will be given in the next Bulletin. 


Advanced Study 


Anita M. Hostetter 


Stimulated by increased opportunities 
for advanced study in librarianship, the 
interest of librarians in scholarships and 
fellowships available to them has devel- 
oped recently out of all proportion to the 
number now existing. This indicates, 
apparently, a widespread belief in pro- 
fessional training as the best means for 
professional advancement, and augurs 
well for the future of the profession. 


Few scholarships have been created 
for award to librarians irrespective of 
their residence or choice of an institu- 
tion for study. Most important in this 
group are the Carnegie Corporation 





scholarship grants which were awarded 
for the first time in 1929. Eight stipends 
of $1,500 each were granted to candi- 
dates chosen from more than two hun- 
dred applicants. 


The Caroline M. Hewins Scholarship 
Fund, yielding about $350 annually, is 
open to prospective children’s librarians. 
The Hutchinson Scholarship of $600 is 
open to undergraduate women residents 
of Oak Park, Illinois. 

Several library schools, state library 
associations and clubs also offer scholar- 
ships. In most cases, applicants are lim- 
ited to certain geographical areas or to a 
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particular institution for study. Here 
may be mentioned the Thomas M. Owen 
Scholarship offered by the Alabama 
State Library Association to an Ala- 
bama resident for study in the Atlanta 
Library School. 

Scholarships and fellowships available 
to librarians in competition with students 
in other fields are more numerous. It 
should be noted, however, that competi- 
tion is keen, and the requirements are 
somewhat higher than for scholarships 
created exclusively for librarians. 

The Board of Education for Libra- 
rianship has issued as part of its Annual 
Report since 1926-27 a list of organiza- 
tions which have stated that library sci- 
ence falls within the scope of their grants, 
and it is continually seeking new sources. 
The annual list does not include scholar- 
ships offered by universities or library 
schools since these are limited to use 
in particular institutions. It does con- 
tain announcements, edited by the or- 
ganizations concerned, of scholarships 
and fellowships which are offered with- 
out reference to specific places for study. 

For graduate work at an American 
university there are open to the college 
graduate five sources yielding approxi- 
mately fifteen to seventeen scholarships. 
Graduate study in librarianship presup- 
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poses one year of training in a library 
school or its equivalent. 

For graduate study abroad, there are 
at least eight sources, each awarding 
more than one scholarship. To the for- 
eigner desiring to study in the United 
States or another country not his own, 
five sources are available. 

Requirements for several of these 
general scholarships are notably high, 
specifying one or more years of gradu- 
ate study, or even preparation for the 
Ph. D. degree. Competition with stu- 
dents in general fields and equally keen 
competition among librarians for the 
few scholarships open exclusively to 
them bring home the fact that all candi- 
dates should submit carefully considered 
and well presented plans for study. 

The Board of Education for Libra- 
rianship awards no scholarships or loan 
funds, but it is frequently called upon 
by the several foundations to supply 
names of librarians interested in receiv- 
ing information about scholarships. It 
makes no selection of candidates but 
merely submits information supplied by 
the candidates Realizing 
that there are persons who wish to be 
considered as possible candidates for 
scholarships, the Board urges anyone 
interested to send in his name at once 


themselves. 


A Readable Library Report* 
If You Wish to Keep a Secret Put It in a Report 
By E. M. Rosser 


President, Board of Directors, The Hoyt Library, Kingston, Pa. 


How much of a library report will the 
average citizen read? 

What ought it to cost? 

What means should be taken to make 
it reach the largest number ? 


*This is the second in a series of articles by, as well as for, trustees. 


These questions conf ronted the Board 
of Directors of The Hoyt Library of 
Kingston, Pennsylvania, at the comple- 
tion of the library’s first year of service 
to the community, December 31st, 1928. 
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Property owners had paid taxes for the 
organization and support of the library 
and would naturally wish to know what 
had been done with their money. 

The population of Kingston was 
about 24,000, of which number some 
4,000 could be excluded as possible bor- 
rowers of books because they were 
below the reading age, or were illiterate 
foreigners. One in four of the remain- 
ing 20,000 joined the first year. The 
remaining three-quarters of the popula- 
tion must be urged to join and prefer- 
ably by those already using the library 
and who therefore knew its value. 

The ten grade schools and the high 
school contained some 4,750 pupils, most 
of whom must draw from the library 
books for their required reading. In 
the first fifty-two weeks many books 
had gone out fifty times each. The 
drain and strain upon the book-stock 
was hard. Could money be spared for 
a printed report? 

It was ascertained that a ten-page 
printed report with paper cover would 
cost $45.50 for 300 copies. To this must 
be added the cost of distribution. A 
bookmark was suggested. Three thou- 
sand could be procured for $8.50, thus 
leaving a margin of an extra $37.00 
for books. The form chosen was as fol- 
lows : 

Size, 7x3 inches. 
Type, black and clear. 


Color, orange. 


Recreation 
Education 
Stimulation 
You are reading 
one of the 10,000 books from 
your borough library 





Five thousand Kingston residents 
are also readers 





100,000 books 
were taken from the library in 1928 





Perhaps you obtained 
some useful information at the 
desk or over the telephone 





Does your neighbor know he is 
equally entitled to this 
service ? 





If not, will you tell him? 
The Hoyt Library, Kingston, Pa. 


As soon as the report was ready for 
distribution of course the weak spot ap- 
peared. The telephone number had been 
omitted. And the telephone rings every 
ten minutes at the library! 


A full report, made according to 
American Library Association specifica- 
tions, was filed in the library and a copy 
given to each director. The neighboring 
newspapers printed a detailed report 
which contained all the statistics which, 
in the opinion of the Board of Directors, 
should be broadcast. About 2,900 copies 
of the bookmark report went out 
over the desk. Gaylords’ Triangle 
printed a note about the bookmark re- 
port and as a consequence seventy-seven 
copies were sent to inquiring libraries 
from thirty-one states. 

In September, 1929, the School Board 
placed books in the classrooms of the 
2nd, 3rd and 4th grades, the titles being 
selected by the library and the teaching 
staff working together. Thus certain 
children would not necessarily register at 
the library, but in spite of this over 1,000 
members have been added in the first ten 
months of 1929. We trust, therefore, 
that the invitation on the bookmark was 
extended from neighbor to neighbor. 
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Iowa Publicity 


A busy year has been completed by 
the Publicity Committee of the Iowa 
Library Association. High points in a 
report sent to Donald Campbell, chair- 
man of the A. L. A. Publicity Commit- 


tee, include: 


“An agreement made with the Mid- 
West News Syndicate of Des Moines 
whereby the chairman of publicity would 
furnish copy each month for a year for 
a news release on Iowa libraries and 
book news, which would be mailed to all 
newspapers in Iowa, which in return 
would give the Syndicate a subscription 
to their paper to help defray the expense 
of getting out this release. To date, five 
monthly releases have been sent to the 
700 newspapers in Iowa. This will, in 
time, provide the I. L. A. with a regular 
column in Iowa papers where publicity 
may be given to bills affecting libraries 
as well as county library work and regu- 
lar book features. 


“A publicity contest was inaugurated 
to encourage libraries to secure a greater 
amount of publicity in various channels. 


“Thousands of inches of local library 
publicity have been printed by Iowa 
newspapers. Checks have been made at 
regular intervals on library clippings re- 
ceived from the clipping service through 
the library commission. After having 
served their purpose in Iowa, these clip- 
pings are sent to Beatrice Sawyer Ros- 
sell, publicity assistant at Headquarters, 
assembled in suitable form and sent to 
librarians requesting publicity sugges- 
tions. Libraries in sixty-one cities have 
received considerable newspaper pub- 
licity. 


“During the summer months the Book 
Page of the Des Moines Register has 


featured biographies of leading Iowa 
librarians. 


“Libraries that take advantage of 
radio broadcasting are: The Des Moines 
Public Library, Iowa State College Li- 
brary,. Davenport Public Library, Sioux 
City Public Library and Council Bluffs 
Public Library. 


“In several cities paid advertising 
space in newspapers has been given by 
public spirited individuals and com- 
panies. 


“Many libraries have had _ library 
booths and exhibits in food shows, bet- 
ter home expositions, county and state 
fairs, store windows and at various 
meetings and conferences of clubs and 
organizations.” 


The Committee behind this excellent 
year’s work consisted of Mrs. Mildred 
Othmer Peterson, chairman, Mildred H. 
Pike, Grace Shellenberger, Helen H. 
Aten, Elizabeth Walpole, Lydia M. Bar- 
rette, Mrs. Frances K. Byers, May D. 
Ditch and Eva T. Canon. Mrs. Peter- 
son is also a member of the A. L. A. 
Publicity Committee. 


Before leaving that enthusiastic state 
of Iowa, how does this sound for a 
three-day state library association meet- 
ing in Des Moines, October 14-16? 
Two university presidents on the pro- 
gram, the Governor, who delivered an 
address on “The Time Element in 


Library Service,” the Mayor of the city, 
a half dozen leaders in the literary and 
educational life of the state, and a num- 
ber of other able speakers from near 
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and distant parts. When the governor 
of the state takes time out to give a 
carefully prepared address on an im- 


Midwinter 


Council 


More than 460 members attended the 
Midwinter Meetings of the A. L. A. at 
the Drake Hotel in Chicago, December 
30 and 31. Andrew Keogh, president of 
the Association, presided at the two 
Council meetings Monday and Tuesday. 

A code of ethics, which will be printed 
later, was presented at the first Council 
meeting by Josephine A. Rathbone, 
chairman of the committee which pre- 
pared the code. At least 200 members 
of the profession went over the code, 
and made their suggestions, Miss Rath- 
bone told the Council, so that it did not 
represent simply committee opinions. 
The Association of American Library 
Schools and library school faculties 
were particularly consulted, as the code 
is intended as the basis for instruction 
of library school students. 


Ernest J. Reece, School of Library 
Service, Columbia University, approved 
the code as “comprehensive, on a high 
plane and invaluable as a teaching rule,” 
but moved that it be circulated privately 
to libraries and library schools, and not 
formally adopted, so that it might be 
recognized as subject to change. 

H. O. Severance, University of Mis- 
souri Library, offered the substitute 
motion “that this be adopted by the 
Council as a suggested code of ethics, 
and that it be published as a basis of any 
future code.” The substitute motion 
was carried by a vote of 20 to 6. 
President Keogh added, “I do not find 





portant phase of library administration, 
three cheers for that governor, say we. 
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that in the substitute motion there 
was any approval of the work of the 
Committee. I am quite sure that the 
Council does feel very keenly its obliga- 
tion to Miss Rathbone and her Commit- 
tee for working this out.” 


D. C. Numbers on L. C. Cards 

A definite interest in adding D. C. 
numbers to L. C. cards was indicated in 
a report by Eliza Lamb, University of 
Chicago Libraries. Subscriptions have 
amounted to $8,000 of the $9,000 a year 
needed to start the work, and the Li- 
brary of Congress, by detailing service, 
agrees to underwrite half of the remain- 
ing $1,000, provided the A. L. A. will 
underwrite an equal amount. The Ex- 
ecutive Board later authorized this un- 
derwriting. In accordance with the plan, 
D. C. numbers will first be supplied on 
cards currently printed for English 
books and as many others as possible. 
As time and funds permit, they will be 
added to all printed and reprinted cards. 
The work, if undertaken, is expected to 
be self-supporting, on a service basis, at 
the end of the three years of trial. 


Extension of Cooperative Cataloging 


Mr. Keogh, Dr. Williamson and Dr. 
Bishop have been appointed a commit- 
tee to raise the $75,000 needed to under- 
take an investigation in the field of co- 
operative cataloging, Miss Lamb an- 
nounced. The investigation, recom- 
mended in 1928 by a committee of the 
Catalog Section, of which Mr. Currier 
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was chairman, and the effort to promote 
cooperative cataloging were endorsed by 
the Executive Board. It was voted that 
the report be accepted. 


Hospital Library Project 

A recommendation that The Booklist 
include ten books a month for hospital 
libraries was referred to the Editorial 
Committee, and a second recommenda- 
tion that the Committee on Hospital 
Libraries’ budget be raised from $50 to 
$100 a year was referred to the Execu- 
tive Board. A proposal to affiliate with 
the American Hospital Association was 
endorsed by the Council and the plan 
of affiliation referred back to the Com- 
mittee on Hospital Libraries for a defi- 
nite statement as to what the Council 
should do to effect it. 


Federal Library Activities 

The ten questions concerning a future 
program for the federal government in 
library work, enumerated in the Decem- 
ber Bulletin, were taken up one at a time 
in the Council. Suggestions that liberal 
inter-library loan privileges be extended 
and that the government prepare special 
bibliographies on educational subjects 
on request met with unanimous ap- 
proval. A large majority of the Council 
approved the recommendation that the 
United States Bureau of Education 
maintain an adequate library on educa- 
tion for the staff of government em- 
ployees in that field and for other stu- 
dents. Attention was drawn to the fact 
that such a library existed, but its con- 
tinuation was advocated on the grounds 
that such an important government func- 
tion should not be overlooked in out- 
lining a federal library program. 

The preparation and publication of 
bibliographies of current books and 


pamphlets in the field of education; the 
compilation and publication of library 
statistics; the conduct of surveys and 
studies of library service, and the pro- 
duction of publications on library serv- 
ice were all considered proper govern- 
ment activities by a majority of the 
Council. 

Opinion was divided on the question 
of maintaining a library division in the 
federal office of education; on the fed- 
eral conduct of surveys of library service 
outside the field of education and on 
federal advisory assistance on library 
service to schools and colleges, although 
all suggestions were approved by a small 
majority. 

Subsidies to equalize library service 
or to aid in the establishment of county 
libraries were opposed by the Council, 
although financial aid to promote ade- 
quate library service in educational insti- 
tutions and in connection with educa- 
tional projects partly or wholly financed 
by United States government funds was 
approved after discussion. Federal ad- 
visory assistance on library service out- 
side of the field of education was not 
favored. All votes were to be taken as 
informal, but as expressing the sense of 
the meeting. 


As the library program will not be 
presented to the advisory committee on 
education until called for by the com- 
mittee, Carl H. Milam, library repre- 
sentative on the committee, requested 
that A. L. A. members submit additional 
suggestions. 


Subscription Books 
“We are asking for the hearty sup- 
port of all librarians,” said May Wood 
Wigginton, chairman of the Subscrip- 
tion Books Committee, in making her 
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report on the proposed quarterly Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin. “The Bulle- 
tin is intended not only for librarians 
but for individuals, and it is hoped will 
be given wide circulation.” At least a 
thousand subscriptions will be needed to 
place the Bulletin on a self-supporting 
basis. 


Large libraries were urged to sub- 
scribe for copies to supply their 
branches, and purchase by small libra- 
ries was recommended also. Where very 
small libraries could not afford the Bul- 
letin, even at $1 a year, it was suggested 
that commissions subscribe and send 
them the Bulletin. 


Publishers as well as librarians are 
concerning themselves with eradicating 
abuses in the publication and sales of 
subscription sets, Miss Wigginton told 
the Council. At the request of the Sub- 
scription Books Committee of the Na- 
tional Association of Book Publishers, 
an itemized list of measures which pub- 
lishers might take to improve certain 
existing conditions was recently pre- 
pared by the A. L. A. committee and for- 
warded to the publishers. 


Business Libraries Section 


At the request of William Alcott of 
Boston, president of the Special Libra- 
ries Association, a committee was ap- 
pointed to inquire into the legal standing 
of the Business Libraries Section of the 
A. L. A. The committee, consisting of 
H. O. Severance, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Constitution and By-Laws, 
Carl B. Roden and Matthew S. Dud- 
geon, the two latter trained lawyers, 
made the following report : 


“Your committee has given careful 
consideration to the facts in the case 
presented by the member who offered 


the resolution and by the chairman of 
the section, to the by-laws governing 
the authorization of sections, especially 
Section 17 which is involved, and to the 
record of the Council authorizing the 
Business Libraries Section. 


“The contention is that this section 
held a private illegal meeting at which 
it elected officers and adopted constitu- 
tion and by-laws; furthermore, that 
the section should have elected officers 
and adopted the constitution and by-laws 
at the open meeting May 16, 1929, 8:30 
p-m., in the Washington Auditorium. 

“Tt is necessary to refer to the minutes 
of the Council of Saturday morning, 
December 29, 1928, which read as fol- 
lows: ‘That the Council grant the peti- 
tion for a Business Libraries Section 
now before it and permit certain mem- 
bers of the American Library Associa- 
tion to organize a section to be known 
as the Business Libraries Section. The 
motion was seconded and carried.’ (A. 
L. A. Bulletin, January, 1929, p. 10.) 


“It seems clear to the committee that 
these ‘certain members of the Associa- 
tion’ were the petitioners for the section 
and that the Council intended to au- 
thorize these petitioners to proceed with 
the organization of the section. The 
chairman of this group called a meeting 
of the petitioners by mail, enclosing a 
copy of the proposed constitution and 
by-laws. The meeting was called at 3 
p.m., May 16, in the Library of Con- 
gress. The officers as given in the A. L. 
A. Bulletin, August, 1929, p. 292, were 
elected and the constitution adopted, 
those members not present voting by 
mail. 


“It is the opinion of your committee 
that this group has acted within its 
rights and that the proceedings comply 
with the enabling clause and with the 
By-Laws of the A. L. A. 


“In regard to the open meeting on 
May 16, at 8:30 p.m., the committee 
holds that the constitution and by-laws 
were legally adopted at the previous 
meeting, but that the officers elected at 
that time were temporary officers, and 
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that permanent officers should have been 
elected at the final meeting, the meeting 
of May 16 at 8:30 p.m. Section 17, 
last clause, reads: “The registered mem- 
bers of each section shall at the final 
session of each annual meeting, choose 
officers to serve until the close of the 
next annual meeting.’ Consequently, the 
officers elected in the afternoon of that 
day are not the officers de jure in the 
technicality of the by-law. On the other 
hand, they are de facto officers and may 
hold office and function until the final 
session of the section at the next A. L. 
A. conference, because the section failed 
to elect permanent officers at the meet- 
ing May 16 at 8:30 p.m., the final ses- 
sion of that annual meeting.” 

The report was adopted by a vote of 
thirty-two to one. 


Fire Insurance 


Fire insurance on library buildings 
and contents, at not less than 80 per 
cent of their value, was recommended 
in a report of the A. L. A. Committee 
on Fire Insurance, pending a report of a 
proposed joint committee of A. L. A. 
members and representatives of the 
National Underwriters Association. The 
suggestion of 80 per cent instead of 100 
per cent of their value was made because 
in many cases it would appear that lower 
rates can be obtained by 80 per cent co- 
insurance than under any other plan. 
It is hoped that the preliminary report, 
prepared by the committee, of which 
O. R. Howard Thomson is chairman, 
may be printed later. The Council au- 
thorized the appointment of the pro- 
posed joint committee, and the report 
was adopted. 

Endowment 

Interested help from librarians was 
reported by George B. Utley, chairman 
of the Special Membership Committee 
which is working to raise the million 
dollar endowment. 


“This is an enterprise which means 
much to the American Library Associa- 
tion and to all of us out in the home 
field,” said Mr. Utley. “Miss Eastman, 
who succeeded in getting fifteen sus- 
taining memberships among the business 
men of Cleveland, assures us that the 
interest in the Cleveland Public Library 
is greater by just that much because 
they have had a broader horizon.” 


A valuable aid in spreading the story 
of the A. L. A. needs would be to have 
meetings in other cities similar to those 
recently held in Chicago and New York. 
This was one of the first suggestions of 
the Executive Board when the endow- 
ment efforts were started, and it is prov- 
ing effective in other educational move- 
ments. 


“The Los Angeles Public Library has 
become a Sustaining Member. The De- 
troit Public Library has taken a con- 
tributing membership. 
boards will consider 
action. 


Perhaps other 


taking similar 


“The half-way mark is now in sight. 
With the interest and support of those 
within, as well as the support of those 
without the Association, the balance of 
$565,000 should be obtained within the 
next few months.” 


“This is a very interesting and impor- 
tant report,’ commented Mr. Keogh. 
“Whenever I become officially connected 
with any organization, the first thing I 
do is to investigate its financial condi- 
tion. I ask, ‘Where does the money 
come from, and how certain is it?’ I 
did that in the A. L. A., and realized 
for the first time that we were in a very 
difficult financial position, one that was 
likely to become worse and worse each 
year, so I am delighted to have this re- 
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port and to ask your help all over the 
country in supporting this committee.” 

In answer to a question as to what 
would be done with the endowment when 
it was received, Mr. Milam replied: 
“With an income of $100,000 or $150,- 
000 from endowment, which would be 
the result of the completion of this plan, 
the Executive Board would be in a posi- 
tion to continue the activities which are 
now under way; the Board of Educa- 
tion, Adult Education, Library Exten- 
sion, Headquarters rent, and so forth, 
and to undertake one additional activity. 
Whether the Board would decide to ex- 
pand library extension and reduce Board 
of Education for Librarianship or adult 
education, or to undertake a new pro- 
gram of school library work, would be a 
matter for the Executive Board to de- 
cide, and changes would be possible from 
year to year.” 


Only 283 sustaining memberships are 
now needed, Mrs. Esther H. Dixon, in 
charge of the drive for memberships, 
announced. 


Statistical Bureau 


Plans for the A. L. A. statistical bu- 
reau, recommended by the Council at its 
last meeting, were presented for discus- 
sion. The proposal to finance the project 
from a service basis charge to institu- 
tional members met with opposition from 
Mr. Lydenberg, of the New York Pub- 
lic Library, who said that demands on 
libraries with large incomes increased 
disproportionately with their increases 
in income. 


Mr. Wheeler, of Baltimore, disagreed. 
“Libraries have gained thousands of dol- 
lars in public support by being able to 
tell their appropriating bodies and the 
public in general about what the stand- 


ards of library finance, salaries, and so 
forth, really are... If we add $50,000 
a year to our appropriation by being able 
to convince our city authorities that we 
are not adequately treated, why shouldn’t 
we pay $50 to the American Library 
Association for helping us get that 
money, whereas some small library that 
got an addition of $1,000 or $2,000 to 
its appropriation might pay $5. It is 
the same kind of basis we have had with 
the Wilson publications for a great many 
years.” 


Mr. Usher and Mr. Sherman sup- 
ported Mr. Lydenbrg, Mr. Usher sug- 
gesting that the H. W. Wilson Company 
might be able to publish library statistics 
for a flat price, as they had published 
one or two bibliographies. Mr. H. W. 
Wilson, however, said that the bibliog- 
raphies in question had been sold on a 
service basis. 


Mr. Compton said that he did not 
know how much longer his committee 
members could continue to give their 
services in the compilation of salary sta- 
tics, as the work took more time than 
the A. L. A. had a right to expect. 


Books for the Adult Blind 


A project for securing governmental 
aid in the brailling of books for the 
adult blind, prepared by A. G. S. Joseph- 
son, chairman of the Sub-Committee on 
Books for the Adult Blind, was pre- 
sented by Carl B. Roden. 

On motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by 
Mr. Severance, the Council voted to 
approve an effort on behalf of the blind 
and to refer this specific proposal to the 
main Committee on Work with the 
Blind, also to express to Mr. Josephson 


its appreciation of his work and interest 
in the plan, 
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The Statutes of the International Fed- 
eration of Library Associations, printed 
in the December Bulletin, were unani- 
mously adopted. 

Book censorship by customs officials 
was condemned by the Council in the 
following resolution which was adopted 
on the recommendation of Ralph Munn, 
chairman of the Federal and State Re- 
lations Committee : 


“The Council of the American Libra- 
ry Association, regularly assembled at 
its midwinter meeting in Chicago, De- 
cember 31, 1929, bespeaks your earnest 
support of Senator Cutting’s amend- 
ment to Section 305 of the tariff bill 
relating to the importation of books. 
Quite obviously, the American Library 
Association does not favor either ob- 
scenity or revolution, but neither is it 
willing to place a censorship in the hands 
of customs officials whose established 
record in this matter borders on the ab- 
surd. Books which are essential to 
American scholarship have already been 
banned by customs clerks. Under the 
original provisions of Section 305, elim- 
inated by Senator Cutting’s amendment, 
but now proposed for reinstatement by 
other interests, this condition would be- 
come intolerable. With prohibitory stat- 
utes in most states and with many volun- 
tary organizations seeking to censor the 
nation’s reading, the American Library 
Association sees no need for further 
federal action.” 


The Secretary was instructed to send 
copies of the resolution to all senators. 


Periodicals and newspapers that have 
issued editions on rag stock paper were 
formally commended by the Council for 
rendering a service to scholarship that 
deserved the hearty support of the As- 
sociation ; those specifically named being 


the New York Times, Vorwarts, Ameri- 
can Mercury, United States Daily, La- 
bor, Gazette (Hanover, New Hamp- 
shire), Dartmouth, Unionist-Gazette 
(Somerville, New Jersey), Detroit News 
and Chicago Tribune. 


Indiana, Massachuetts and Connecti- 
cut were also commended for issuing a 


‘selection of public documents on paper 


of lasting quality. 


The Secretary was instructed to com- 
municate this endorsement to the peri- 
odicals named. 


Mr. Compton 
Committee on A. 


announced that the 
L. A. Activities was 
receiving a great many answers to its 
letters asking for constructive criticism 
on the work of the Association. He 
urged all members, who had suggestions 
or criticism, to write to the committee 
frankly and fully. A report on activi- 
ties will probably not be made for a 
year. 


On motion of Mr. Dudgeon, seconded 
by Mr. Severance, it was voted that the 
Council commend the committee for its 
work and ask that it continue its efforts. 


Plans for the World’s Fair in Chi- 
cago, 1933, as indicated by Forrest B. 
Spaulding, include: an exhibit of library 
work comparing service today with that 
given 100 years ago; library service to 
the entire Fair organization; library 
representation in other exhibits where it 
should rightly be included, i.e., in hos- 
pital or educational displays; a library 
conference in Chicago during the Fair; 
and an information service to libraries 
all over the country, and through libra- 
ries, to individuals, about the Fair. 


An “E. P. Dutton Fellowship” for 
the training of children’s librarians was 
announced by Effie Power as the gift of 
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John MacRae, president of E. P. Dut- 
ton & Company. The Fellowship of 
$1,000 a year for three years will be 
awarded by the Committee on Library 
Work with Children, of which Miss 
Power is a member. Application for 
the Fellowship should be made before 
March 1 to Annabel Porter, Seattle 


Public Library, chairman of the Com- - 


mittee on Library Work with Children. 
The award will be announced May 1. 


A publisher cannot refuse to accept 
a subscription tendered in cash of the 
realm and in good faith for a magazine 
admitted to second class rates, Mr. Ly- 
denberg informed the Council on behalf 
of the Book Buying Committee, when 
Mr. Ranck reported that certain techni- 
cal publications refused to accept sub- 
scriptions from libraries. 


On motion by Paul Paine, it was voted 
that the Council recommend to the Ex- 
ecutive Board the consideration of an- 
other place of meeting than Chicago for 
the Midwinter Conference in 1930. 


A petition that the Maryland Library 
Association be made a chapter of the 
A. L. A. was granted by unanimous 
vote. 


Bibliographical Society of America 


A paper by Constance Humphrey, 
Buffalo Public Library, entitled “Bib- 
liography of New Jersey Imprints,” was 
read by Dr. Pierce Butler of The New- 
berry Library, Chicago, at a meeting of 
the Bibliographical Society of America, 
Tuesday, December 31, at which H. M. 
Lydenberg, the president, presided. 


A paper by Ruth S. Granniss, Grolier 
Club Library, entitled “What Bibliog- 
raphy Owes to Private Book Clubs,” 
was read by P. L. Windsor, of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library. 


The President read a letter from W. 
J. Lang, of Cleveland, Ohio, asking the 
Bibliographical Society to recommend to 
the American Council of Learned So- 
cieties a grant of $1,500 to permit him 
to go abroad to complete research in 
connection with his Bibliographical 
guide to the English periodical literature 
of Great Britain, Ireland and America 
before 1800; also a grant of $5,000 from 
the same source for securing photostats 
of the first and last numbers of certain 
periodicals in this field located in Euro- 
pean collections. On motion of Mr. 
Gerould the request was referred to a 
committee of three, to be appointed by 
the President, of which the President 
was to be a member, for investigation 
and report to the Council, with power to 
act granted to the Council. 


The President made a statement about 
the British Museum catalogue, reading 
a letter addressed to him by Dr. Meyer, 
chairman of the committee on the cata- 
logue, dated December 26th, enclosing 
copies of the list of subscribers totaling 
141 copies. On motion of Mr. Ranck, 
duly seconded, it was resolved that the 
Library Journal be requested to print 
the list of subscribers arranged alpha- 
betically by states. 


The President announced that an in- 
dex to the Papers of the Society had re- 
cently been compiled and was ready for 
printing. = 

The President made a statement also 


about the progress in connection with 
Sabin. 


Francis E. Fitzgerald, Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, announced the approach- 
ing publication of an index to articles in 
Catholic periodicals. 


H. M. LypEnseEr«, president. 
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Board on the Library and Adult 
Education 

Alumni education and education by 
radio were chief among the topics dis- 
cussed at a meeting of the Board on the 
Library and Adult Education, held dur- 
ing the Midwinter Meetings, Decem- 
ber 31. 

In the matter of alumni reading and 
study both the college and the public li- 
braries are concerned, especially in re- 
gard to the supply of books. Alumni 
look back to their Alma Mater in some 
things, but front the world in others; 
thus, they think of their old college pro- 
fessors and their own college libraries 
where they studied and also of the local 
public library nearest to them. The pres- 
ent situation in regard to alumni educa- 
tion is set forth in the report by Wilfred 
B. Shaw, entitled Alumni and Adult 
Education, published in December by 
the American Association for Adult Ed- 
ucation, 41 East 42nd Street, New York 
City. This has been distributed to a 
number of libraries and may be secured 
by others at 30c a copy. The prelimi- 
nary digest of the report appeared in 
Scribner’s Magazine for November, 
1929, under the title “Educating the 
Alumni.” 


From the report it is apparent that 
libraries can do two things: provide 
reading lists and supply books. Mem- 
bers of the A. L. A. will wish to keep 
themselves informed as to this aspect of 
adult education, which develops an in- 
tellectual basis for alumni interest, with 
book service as the keynote, in addition 
to the financial and football interests 
which have been rather emphasized in 
the past. 


The Board has recommended that a 
committee of college and university 


librarians be appointed to consider the 
problems in connection with alumni edu- 
cation and to study how librarians can 
cooperate. 


Radio education is being investigated 
both by a committee appointed by Dr. 
Wilbur, Secretary of the Interior, and 
by Levering Tyson, field representa- 
tive of the American Association for 
Adult Education. The Wilbur commit- 
tee has been a fact-finding body and its 
recommendation that there be created a 
National University of the Air was 
qualified by Secretary Wilbur until fur- 
ther information could be gathered. Mr. 
Tyson expects to study the problem 
especially from the educational angle. 
An educational program has been de- 
fined by Professor Charters as one 
whose purpose is to raise standards of 
taste, to increase the range of valuable 
information, and to stimulate an audi- 
ence to undertake worth-while activities. 

Meanwhile, the A. L. A. Committee 
on Radio Broadcasting has been secur- 
ing from libraries a statement of what 
has been done and what is being done 
by them in the radio field. From the 
returns received so far it appears that 
very few libraries are at present actively 
engaged in broadcasting, although others 
have tried it and discontinued it. A 
further study of the returns is being 
made, however, and interesting data are 
being secured. 


College Librarians of the Middle 
West 

Edna L. Goss, of the University of 
Minnesota Library, compared the Union 
list of serials in libraries of the United 
States and Canada with the World list 
of scientific periodicals, before the Col- 
lege Librarians of the Middle West, De- 
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cember 30, in a paper entitled “Catalog- 
ing of Serials and Government Docu- 
ments.” C. P. Baber, Kansas State 
Teachers College, Emporia, presided at 
the meeting. 


Among guides and reference books 
which would help the cataloger with 
these puzzling publications, a few recom- 
mended by Miss Goss included the 
Check list of foreign newspapers in the 
Library of Congress, newly compiled by 
Henry S. Parsons; the third and final 
volume of Max Meisel’s Bibliography 
of American natural history; Cyril 
Matheson’s A catalogue of the publica- 
tions of Scottish historical and kindred 
clubs and societies 1908-1927 ; 
Research in the humanistic and social 
sciences, published by the American 
Council of Learned Societies in 1928; 
“the epoch-making” Union list of serials 
in libraries of the United States and 
Canada; Miss Mudge’s “indispensable” 
Guide to reference books and Reference 
books, a classified and annotated guide 
to the principal works of reference, by 
John Minto, the last named giving 
prominence to British publications and 
including serials not in Mudge, espe- 
cially historical societies and documents. 


A plan to unite three independent col- 
lege libraries of Claremont, California, 
in buying books costing $10 or more, 
the centralization of book binding, main- 
tenance of a union catalog and other 
forms of library work which may be 
handled in one central library without 
the other libraries losing their own 
identity, was described by Willis H. 
Kerr of Pomona College Library, who 
spoke on “Libraries for a Group of As- 
sociated Colleges.” 


Miss Jessie Smith of Hiram College 
Library read a paper on “Student Assis- 





tants in a Small College Library,” in 
which she spoke of her own interesting 
work at Hiram College with her student 
assistants. She described the course of 
instruction given to a small select group, 
and then of the work of a very select 
few of this class in the college library. 
Miss Smith likewise spoke on the loss 
to librarianship of many of the student 
assistants, as, after leaving college, many 
go into other work as no library work is 
available for semi-trained people. 

Loan of copies of these papers may 
be secured by writing to Jessie Jenks, 
Illinois College, Jacksonville, Illinois. 

Officers for the coming year are: Jes- 
sie J. Smith, Hiram College Library, 
Hiram, Ohio, chairman; Jessie Jenks, 
Illinois College Library, Jacksonville, 
Illinois, secretary - treasurer; C. P. 
Baber, Kansas State Teachers College 
Library, Emporia, third member of the 
committee. Report of a joint session 
with the University and Reference libra- 
rians will be found on page 28. 

Mary VENN, secretary. 


Education Committee 


A luncheon meeting on Tuesday, fol- 
lowed by informal group discussion, was 
held in place of the closed meeting of 
the Education Committee, announced 
for New Year’s eve. Seventeen mem- 
bers of the Committee were present. 
Mrs. Rossell, publicity assistant at A. 
L. A. Headquarters, met with the com- 
mittee. 


It was decided to call a meeting of the 
Committee at Atlantic City at the time 
of the Department of Superintendence 
meeting, in order to further the relations 
with the National Education Associa- 
tion. A similar meeting was held in 
Cleveland last February. 
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It was suggested that the Committee 
cooperate with A. L. A. Headquarters 
staff in maintaining a school library in- 
formation desk during the entire meet- 
ing. 

Informal reports were given by the 
Chairmen of the Sub-Committees, or by 
the Chairman of the Education Commit- 
tee reporting for them, on the work of 
the year. 

Miss Cutter reported that the Ele- 
mentary School Library Sub-Committee 
was considering the advisability of mak- 
ing a survey of the training and ex- 
perience of all elementary school libra- 
rians. 

A second project under consideration 
was the preparation of a leaflet that 
could be put into the hands of all 
teacher-librarians to help them in their 
work in the elementary school library. 

The Junior High School Sub-Com- 
mittee reported a plan to continue the 
study begun last year of formulating in- 
termediate school library objectives. 

The Senior High School Sub-Com- 
mittee reported on several projects 
begun last year which are not yet fin- 
ished but will be continued this year. 
They are as follows: 


1. Supplement to the bibliography 
prepared for the third School library 
yearbook. 

2. Work on student assistants. 


3. Report on “Reading Guidance in 
High Schools.” 

4. Sources of pamphlet material for 
the use of high schools. 

This Committee reported for its new 
work for this year a special study of the 
supervised study hour as it affects the 
library and the use and control of class- 
room libraries. 

The Teachers College Sub-Committee 


reported that it would study the respon- 
sibility and function of the teachers col- 
lege library in the cultural training of 
prospective teachers. 


The College and Junior College Sub- 
Committee will begin to make a study 
of standards for junior college libraries, 

The Administrative and Teachers 
Reference Sub-Committee will study the 
type of service teachers want and expect 
to receive from board of education libra- 
ries. It will also compile a list of libra- 
rians in education libraries. This Com- 
mittee will compile, and perhaps publish 
quarterly, a bibliography of outstanding 
courses of study and research materials. 

Helen E. Farr, chairman of the Sub- 
Committee on Training, and Eleanor 
Witmer, chairman of the committee on 
Training of the School Library Section 
of the A. L. A., submitted a tentative 
outline for a combined program of study 
on the training of the school librarian. 

After much discussion it was decided 
to collect for the fifth School library 
yearbook the laws and standards for 
school libraries, including national and 
regional standards as well as those of the 
different states. This work will be un- 
dertaken by the Education Committee 
as a whole, each Sub-Committee assist- 
ing in the project following a definite 
plan of procedure in assembling the 
material. 

The Committee in charge of the 
school library film submitted a report on 
the progress of the work. A tentative 
selection of pictures and captions was 
displayed for criticism and suggestion. 

Ciara E. Howarp, chairman. 


Executive Board 


Illustrated editions of high school 
classics was one of several new publica- 
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tions authorized by the Executive Board 
at a meeting January 1. Others were 
Foreign books for American children’s 
rooms, an Index to plays for children, 
American library laws and Book selec- 
tion and acquisition. The Graded list of 
books for children will be printed when 
endorsed by the committee in charge of 
the list. 


The hospital library project, provid- 
ing for a study of the use of books and 
reading as a therapeutic agent in hos- 
pitals, was approved, and the request 
for an appropriation for printing the 
report of the Committee on Institution 
Libraries and for printing prison library 
book lists was likewise approved. 


On motion of Mr. Wheeler, it was 
voted that the President be authorized 
to appoint a special committee to con- 
sider the establishment of a statistical 
bureau at A. L. A. Headquarters, its 
functions, and the method of financing it, 
and that the committee consist of rep- 
resentatives from several library groups 
which will presumably use the statistical 
information. Elva S. Smith said that 
there was a growing feeling among 
libraries that the burden of reporting 
statistical information and answering 
questionnaires was becoming too great. 


A department of library work with 
children at A. L. A. Headquarters was 
again considered and an endeavor to se- 
cure funds for this project approved. 
A department of school library work at 
Headquarters was also discussed, and a 
motion by Mr. Dudgeon carried that 
“the Board at this time recognizes the 
rapidly growing importance of this field 
of work, and reiterates its interest and 
endorsement and considers this 
the important thing for 1930.” 


Ways in which the A. L. A. could aid 
the college, university and reference li- 
braries by giving more attention to the 
scholarly aspects of the profession was 
discussed at some length. It was brought 
out that when the Executive Board ap- 
propriated money for something which 
did not interest the college and university 
libraries, it was not because the Board 
preferred in every case that particular 
activity, but because the money was 
given for a specific project. 


As there are no funds to carry out a 
recommendation from the College and 
Reference Section that a clearing-house 
be created at Headquarters for bibliog- 
raphies and research lists compiled by 
various libraries, and as the A. L. A. 
Headquarters Library would probably 
serve as such a clearing-house, if prop- 
erly financed, the recommendation was 
laid on the table. 


Chicago was selected as the meeting 
place for the A. L. A. conference in 
1933, because of the proposed Chicago 
Centennial Exposition at that time. 
Members added to the committee at 
work on plans for the Exposition are 
Etheldred Abbot, Mary B. Day, Wil- 
liam Teal, Winifred Ver Nooy, Charles 
H. Brown, Pearl I. Field and Bess 
McCrea. 


It was voted, on motion of Mr. Dud- 
geon, that the Executive Board instruct 
the officers and the Chairman of the 
Committee on Hispanic Relations to 
make every reasonable effort to have 
someone at the Inter-American Con- 
ference on Bibliography at Havana who 
can adequately represent the A. L. A. 
It was also voted, on motion of Mr. 
Lydenberg, to convey to the Confer- 
ence the hope that it will hold its sec- 
ond meeting in 1933 in Chicago. 
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The suggestion of Gladys Caldwell, 
chairman of the Committee on Visual 
Aids, that the name of the committee be 
changed to the Committtee on Motion 
Pictures and Other Visual Aids was 
presented, but no action was taken. 

L. L. Dickerson, librarian of the Pub- 
lic Library, Indianapolis, was appointed 
a member of the Board on the Library 
and Adult Education to take the place 
of the late W. O. Carson. 


E. H. Anderson, New York Public 
Library, and Charles C. Williamson, 
Columbia University Libraries, were 
appointed A. L. A. delegates to the 50th 
anniversary celebration of the Ameri- 
can Society of Mechanical Engineers to 
be held April 7-9 at Washington, D. C. 


J. C. M. Hanson, Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago, has ac- 
cepted the temporary chairmanship of 
an editorial board for the proposed A. 
L. A. Journal of Discussion. 

The Rockefeller Foundation, at the 
request of William Warner Bishop, has 
voted $2,500, it was announced, to make 
possible a visit of the architect of the 
League of Nations to this country to in- 
spect American libraries, the grant 
being made to the A. L. A. for disburse- 
ment. 

The Secretary announced that a fel- 
lowship of $1,900 had been granted by 
the Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace to Margaret Demchevsky, 
of Bulgaria, to visit this country and 
study American library methods, the 
grant to be disbursed through the A. 
L.A. 

Another fellowship of $1,500 has been 
granted to Senorita Maria Chavez, of 
Mexico, also by the Carnegie Endow- 
ment for International Peace, for one 
year of study at a library school in the 


United States, this fellowship likewise 
to be administered through the A. L. A. 

A letter from the Research Service, 
Washington, D. C., was read, asking the 
Association to cooperate in a study of 
eyesight conservation, a thorough, syste- 
matic, scientific investigation that will 
analyze the various elements and make a 
series of tests with the “reader’s eye” to 
ascertain the most legible type faces for 
various uses. The Secretary had re- 
plied, asking for suggestions as to how 
the Association may cooperate. 
tion was taken. 


No ac- 


It was voted, upon motion of Mr. 
Dudgeon, that the President appoint the 
joint committee with the Fire Under- 
writers’ Association which was author- 
ized by the Council. 


League of Library Commissions 

The case for state aid to libraries, and 
particularly county libraries, was pre- 
sented by Frank L. Tolman, director of 
the New York State Library Extension 
Division, before the League of Library 
Commissions, Tuesday, December 31, 
in a paper read by Mae Parkinson, 
superintendent of the School Libraries 
Division of the New York State De- 
partment of Education. Mrs. Lillian B. 
Griggs, chairman, presided at the meet- 
ing. 

In the support of schools, the princi- 
ple of state aid is fairly established, 
wrote Mr. Tolman. The public library 
is in theory a part of the state’s educa- 
tional system and deserves equal help 
from the state. New York State has 
long made small grants to be expended 
for books, resulting in a good book 
stock, but too often in charge of an 
untrained, underpaid, inefficient librarian. 
Schools with grants based on the num- 
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ber of certificated teachers may be poor 
in equivalent and things material, but 
rich in the quality of teachers. Com- 
pulsory certification of librarians and 
state grants would no doubt be prefer- 
able to the present plan. The type of 
supervision enforced by school authori- 
ties has resulted in a raising of stand- 
ards of schools and any plan for state 
aid to libraries should be administered 
to secure continued improvement and 
extension of library service. 

Libraries receive only about one cent 
of state support for every $2 received by 
schools. State grants differ widely from 
an initial grant of $8,000 to a county in 
New Jersey, to as little as $1 per library 
in some states. The time has come 
when a real effort should be made to 
obtain more adequate state aid to libra- 
ries and particularly to county libraries, 
and the Louisiana Library Commission, 
the New York Library Association, the 
New York State Library Extension Di- 
vision, the Pennsylvania State Library 
Association and the Virginia State Li- 


_brary are known to be active in such 


efforts. 


A proposed New York law, providing 
for state aid, was presented at the meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Modisette, chairman of the 
Louisiana Commission, emphasized the 
need of providing for the permanent 
financing of library activities so that 
there would be some guaranty of future 
support. He also stressed the necessity 
of convincing the public that the library 
is a form of education in itself and not 
a mere adjunct to the school as so often 
considered by school people. In sharing 
the expenses of county libraries with the 
county, the state might provide expert 
supervision and such state aid, together 


with books and grants, might be financed 
by a luxury tax. 

Hazel B. Warren, Extension Division, 
Indiana State Library, spoke on agencies 
cooperating with library agencies, re- 
ferring to the work done by the General 
Education Board, the Carnegie Cor- 
poration, the Rosenwald and Rockefeller 
Foundations in Louisiana, North Caro- 
lina, Georgia and British Columbia. In 
the recent campaign for a state library 
building, cooperation with the State 
Federation of Clubs, the American 
Legion and various other state organiza- 
tions was most helpful. 

The League voted two sustaining 
memberships towards the A. L. A. En- 
dowment Fund. 


JANE Morey, secretary. 


Librarians of Large Public Libraries 


How a library may handle a big cut 
in its appropriation was suggested by 
Samuel H. Ranck, of the Grand Rapids 
Public Library, at the meeting of Libra- 
rians of Large Public Libraries, Mon- 
day, December 30. Ralph Munn, Car- 
negie Library, Pittsburgh, presided at 
the meeting. 


A cut of $22,000 in the Grand Rapids 
appropriation, resulting from a crisis in 
affairs of the city government, was 
handled by shutting off the purchase of 
school reference books; buying no new 
books for branches for four months; 
closing all departments of the library on 
Sundays and holidays, and opening the 
branches fewer days per week. Cuts in 
the book budget were directed at the 
adults’ rather than the children’s supply. 
The result: very little public complaint, 
no falling off in circulation, salary in- 
creases as usual, but a good deal of criti- 
cism directed at the city government by 
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the newspapers. Joseph L. Wheeler of 
Baltimore questioned the necessity of an 
elaborate annual report when a library 
received a cut, but Mr. Ranck replied 
that his had been of great material bene- 
fit to the Grand Rapids library. 


In the discussion of department or- 
ganization in a large library, Everett R. 
Perry outlined the organization of the 
Los Angeles Public Library, which is 
based on the plan devised for Cleveland. 
Dr. Locke and Mr. Wheeler were op- 
posed to specialization. “In Toronto,” 
said Dr. Locke, “we want people to keep 
moving among all the books so that edu- 
cation rather than instruction will con- 
tinue to be the library’s function.” Mr. 
Wheeler remarked that a first-class per- 
son in charge of a collection was more 
important than a separate room for it. 


The fiction question, raised by the 
late John Cotton Dana, and brought up 
at this meeting by Carl B. Roden, of 
Chicago, aroused considerable discus- 
sion. In Chicago, Pittsburgh and Balti- 
more fiction purchases are dwindling. 
Paul Paine, of Syracuse, Mr. Wheeler, 
Adam Strohm, of Detroit, and Matthew 
Dudgeon, of Milwaukee, defended fic- 
tion purchases; Mr. Paine suggesting 
that it was rather priggish to bar from 
library shelves the one form of literature 
most important and most popular at the 
present time; Mr. Strohm calling atten- 
tion to trashy non-fiction and classic fic- 
tion; Mr. Wheeler pointing out that “the 
best books for the greatest number”’ is 
the A. L. A. motto, and that commer- 
cial libraries could not take the library’s 
place in a community, and Mr. Dudgeon 
saying that “to give pure enjoyment is 
a proper function of the library and 
government recognizes this in many 
ways.” 


Book review meetings, introduced by 
Forrest B. Spaulding, of Des Moines, 
were characterized by a librarian as 
belonging to the M. M. Department, 
i. e., “Maintenance of Mind.” 

A central reserve collection of 200,- 
000 volumes, accumulated in the New 
York Public Library from branch books 
which had not been called for more than 
once during the year, was mentioned by 
Harry M. Lydenberg. Any branch or 
department may draw from this collec- 
tion when books are needed. 

When Clarence E. Sherman reported 
that a foreign visitor summed up Ameri- 
can librarians as business engineers, no 
longer book-minded, Dr. Locke re- 
marked that a librarian lost his power 
with the public unless he knew books 
and could talk about them. 

Reduction in cataloging expense was 
advocated by Ralph Munn, who said 
that juvenile books, picture books, prim- 
ers and “easies” needed no cataloging. 
For foreign collections, such as Polish, 
Roumanian and Hebrew, he _ recom- 
mended author and title cards, with 
classification and subject headings for 
non-fiction. 

In an informal discussion of insurance 
a form of budget policy, costing about 
$25.00 a year, was mentioned by Mr. 
Spaulding as insurance against losses of 
special sorts such as danger to loan 
exhibits. 

Ralph Munn, Forrest B. Spaulding 
and Thomas P. Ayer are the committee 
for 1930. Pau. M. PAINE. 


Library Extension Committee and 
League of Library Commissions 


A state program for library develop- 
ment was the general topic discussed at 
a joint meeting of the A. L. A. Library 
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Extension Committee and the League of 
Library Commissions, December 30, 
Chairman C. B. Lester and President 
Lillian B. Griggs, presiding. The sub- 
ject was opened by J. O. Modisette, 
chairman of the Louisiana Library Com- 
mission, a lawyer of high standing, 
actively interested in library extension, 
who spoke informally, in stimulating 
fashion, in part as follows: 


“The greatest need is that the people 
in the states or the provinces be made 
library-minded—we said two or three 
years ago library-conscious; I don’t 
know what we are going to say in two 
or three years more. The thing we need 
now is to get everybody in the com- 
munity awake to the realization of what 
public library service really is. So many 
folks think, still, that a library is pecu- 
liarly for women and children. 





“The next thing, I think, is a very 
definite way to get at all this. Some- 
body is going to say publicity. But how 
many ways and how many kinds of pub- 
licity are there? We have today, the 
radio, the poster method, the billboard, 
the bookmobile, the newspapers, the 
magazines. Last, but by no means least, 
and possibly the best, but the most ex- 
pensive, is a state library organizer who 
can come to people and tell them in their 


own tongue exactly what library service 
means. 


“The next question is how you are 
going to finance it. I believe that in each 
state there should be a very definite, 
fixed means of raising the funds for 
carrying on the library movement. I 
propose at the next session of the legis- 
lature in Louisiana, to present a consti- 
tutional amendment, submitting to the 
people of the state the proposition of 
voting a one-half mill tax that will be 


an annual levy, self-operative, without 
any additional budgeting or appropria- 
tions. I believe that about nine-tenths 
of that should go to the counties or par- 
ishes, and one-tenth to the state agency 
for carrying on this library development. 
“T believe there ought to be somebody 
interested in the library movement, in 
order to make this state program a 
reality, besides librarians and trustees 
and library commissions. You would 
not expect any other class to do it alone. 
You would not expect the teachers alone 
to get out and put over a bond issue for 
a new school building or a tax for main- 
tenance of their schools; they couldn’t 
do it. It is up to you and it is up to 
me in our various states to convert to 
the cause the people of the state and of 
the various counties and cities and com- 
munities where the library is to be 
pushed. The public school, the church, 
fraternal orders, chambers of commerce, 
boards of trade, farm organizations, 
women’s clubs, luncheon clubs, news- 
papers, magazines, and every agency of 
your state or your community should be 
used to the fullest extent to interest the 
membership in the library cause. 
“This, to me, is the biggest movement 
of the twentieth century. There is more 
honest opportunity for rendering service 
to humanity and getting in return a hun- 
dred per cent on your investment than 
there is in any other service that I know. 
How little it would cost, compared with 
public school expenditures, to operate 
and maintain a public library in every 
county. We would then have the means 
of a liberal education within the grasp 
of each and every person in the county 
and in the state, ultimately; whereas 
now, with the splendid progress that our 
public schools are making and have 
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made in the last quarter of a century, 
they serve only a limited number of the 
population. A public library serves 
everybody; it is the principal service 
station in the community. Until we get 
this vision we are not going to be able 
to put on a very handsome state pro- 
gram; but when we do get it and sense 
it keenly, then in each and every state 
where that feeling is general the library 
movement will go forward rapidly. 


“T am very much in favor of state aid. 
That is going to be discussed at a later 
session, but I want to say briefly that 
the library program may be aided by 
the state agency giving some kind of 
definite financial impetus or stimulus to 
library extension in order that the coun- 
ties or the cities or the provinces may 
advance their cause more rapidly. 


“T hope somebody will say in the next 
session, where the other proposition is 
going to be forthcoming, that Uncle 
Sam can be convinced that it is just as 
necessary to help public _ libraries 
throughout this country as he has felt it 
is to assist land grant colleges and health 
units and farm demonstration and home 
economics work. But if some founda- 
tion or some philanthropist today wanted 
to spend wisely $100,000, in my opinion 
they could not spend it more wisely than 
to set up an organization, through the 
assistance of the A. L. A., to present to 
the Congress of this country, continually 
and continually until that Congress 
passed it, a bill that carried an appro- 
priation, if it were not more than a mil- 
lion dollars, for the purpose of starting 
this thing off; but the chances are they 
would pass a bill for fifty million and 
possibly a hundred million.” 


The programs of several states, and 
the quite different methods by which 


they had been developed, were then pre- 
sented. Colorado’s meeting of state 
leaders and its results were described in 
a letter sent by M. G. Wyer. The well 
rounded program adopted by the New 
York Library Association was discussed 
by Elizabeth M. Smith, as president of 
the Association. Mrs. Lillian B. Griggs 
reported on North Carolina’s citizens’ 
library movement and Leora J. Lewis 
told of South Dakota’s rural library con- 
ference. The situation in Tennessee and 
the movement for a state survey were de- 
scribed by Esther L. Bergen. Lively dis- 
cussion followed, showing the keen in- 
terest of the group. 


Normal School and Teachers College 
Librarians 


The need of building a school library 
around the courses in a school catalog 
was emphasized by Ruby E. Cundiff, as- 
sistant professor at Syracuse University 
Library School, at a meeting of Normal 
School and Teachers College Librarians, 
December 31, presided over by Eleanor 
W. Welch, Illinois State Normal Uni- 
versity Library of Normal, Illinois. 

In “Methods of Building a Live 
Book Collection,” Miss Cundiff urged 
a study of the catalog and even a 
background history of each course, 
including related material for teach- 
ing the course, by any librarian in- 
terested in making a library an instruc- 
tional factor in a school. Such a study 
she averred, would not only strengthen 
the collection where it was weak, but 
would promote cooperation with the 
teaching staff and inspire respect for the 
library and its services. 

Mrs. Elsie Howard Pine, Kansas 
State Teachers College, Emporia, talked 
on “The Administration and Organiza- 
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tion of the Practice School Library.” 
Mrs. Pine discussed the advantages and 
disadvantages of housing the practice 
library in the college library building 
and of housing it in the training school 
building. The practice school library 
should not be expensively equipped but 
simple and complete, to serve as an 
example for the smaller communities. 
She further emphasized the size, shelv- 
ing and equipment, hours of service, 
books, the librarian and her service. 
The service was first to the practice 
school pupils and secondly to the prac- 
tice teachers. 


Characteristics and tendencies of the 
three Russian artists, Boris Artzy- 
basheff, Nadejen and Bilibin were par- 
ticularly stressed by Della McGregor, 
of the St. Paul Public Library, who dis- 
cussed illustrators of recent children’s 
books. Other artists mentioned included 
Elsa Beskow, Pamela Bianco, Elizabeth 
MacKinstry and the Petershams. A 
mimeographed list of illustrators* and an 
exhibit of books from Kroch’s book- 
store accompanied Miss 
talk. 

Charts and floor plans of reserve 
rooms and practice school libraries, ex- 
hibited at the Washington conference, 
were on display and will form an ex- 
hibit kept at Headquarters to be lent 
to those interested. 


McGregor’s 


Emma Wiecking, librarian of the 
State Teachers College, Mankato, Min- 
nesota, was elected chairman for 1930. 


EmMA WIECKING, secretary. 


University and Reference Librarians 


A “happy hunting ground of the bib- 
liophile,” the Howard Memorial Li- 
brary, New Orleans, was described by 


*Available at A. L. A. Headquarters. 


Robert J. Usher, the librarian, before 
the University and Reference Libra- 
rians, Tuesday, December 31, Julian S. 
Fowler, chairman, presiding. 


“Periodicals so rare as not to be re- 
corded are among the 75,000 in the 
library,” Mr. Usher said, “and of the 
50,000 unbound and uncataloged pamph- 
lets are thousands of titles new to Li- 
brary of Congress cards.” Founded in 
the ’90’s, the gift of the Howard family 
to New Orleans, the library has special- 
ized in reference material and has played 
an increasingly important part in the 
educational life of the city. 


Harold G. Russell, of the University 
of Minnesota Library, read a paper on 
“The Foreign Dealer: A Study of the 
Book Trade.” His paper dealt not so 
much with what books to buy as where 
to buy them. A mimeographed list of 
one hundred foreign booksellers, empha- 
sizing those in countries where book- 
sellers are not so well-known to Ameri- 
can librarians, was distributed to those 
present. Dealers are listed from nearly 
all the countries of South America, Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand, China, Japan, the 
Baltic countries, the Balkan States and 
other countries of Europe. Mr. Russell 
said that the book markets of Australia 
and New Zealand were becoming in- 
creasingly attractive and many books 
published in Europe could be found 
there at gratifyingly low prices. 

“The Organization of a Periodical 
Department,” a paper by Gertrude Wul- 
fekoetter, of the University of Cincinnati 
Library, was read by E. A. Henry, in 
the absence of the author. Many such 
departments, the writer said, had grown 
like Topsy, and the librarian had sud- 
denly awakened to the fact that the 
periodical routine was antiquated and 
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unworkable. Miss Wulfekoetter laid 
down an excellent routine for handling 
the ordering, receiving and recording of 
periodicals and that for prosecuting sat- 
isfactory work in using them in refer- 
ence service. 


Dr.. Ruth Lapham Butler, of The 
Newberry Library, Chicago, read the 
last paper of the afternoon on “Tran- 
scripts of Archive Material in the Ayer 
Collection of The Newberry Library.” 
The Ayer Collection, given to The 
Newberry Library by the late Ed- 
ward E. Ayer, a Chicago business 
man, contains not only books and manu- 
scripts dealing with the native races of 
North America, but also with the large 
field of American history, especially with 
the history of those sections formerly 
occupied and governed by Spaniards. In 
the course of the past fifteen years over 
250,000 typewritten pages and photostats 
have been gathered of copies of docu- 
ments in the archives of Spain and Mex- 
ico which throw light on the administra- 
tion by Spain of her American colonies. 
This material has already been much 
used, especially by graduate students, and 
without doubt contains much that will 
influence the writing of American his- 
tory in the years to come. 

Officers elected for the coming year 
were: Chairman, George B. Utley, The 
Newberry Library, Chicago; Earl N. 
Manchester, Ohio State University Li- 
brary, Columbus; Julian S. Fowler, 
Oberlin College Library, Oberlin, Ohio. 


GeorceE B. UTLEy, secretary. 


University and Reference Librarians 
and College Librarians of the Middle 
West, Joint Session 


“Opportunities for Advanced Study,” 
a discussion of scholarships available for 


library workers (see p. 7), was pre- 
sented by Anita M. Hostetter, American 
Library Association, before a joint ses- 
sion of the University and Reference 
Librarians and the College Librarians 
of the Middle West, Monday, December 
30. About 250 persons were present at 
the meeting, C. P. Baber, Kansas State 
Teachers College Library, Emporia, and 
Julian S. Fowler, Oberlin College Li- 
brary, presiding jointly. 


In “Pioneering in a College Library,” 
Elizabeth Howard West, Texas Tech- 
nological College Library, told of her 
experiences in the Panhandle region of 
Texas, from the beginning of the library, 
in August, 1925, to its present state. 
This was followed by H. W. Wilson, of 
the H. W. Wilson Company, New York 
City, on “A Cooperative Periodical 
Exchange.” 

Mr. Wilson suggested that libraries 
send to a designated clearing house a 
list of duplicates and unwanted sets, list- 
ing each title separately, according to the 
Union list entry. These lists will be 
alphabetized and copies made to be sent 
to those libraries that may be interested 
in either buying or exchanging sets. The 
clearing house will handle the selling 
and exchanging, with an expense rate 
fixed, as the Wilson Company does, for 
its services. For the individual or scat- 
tered issues of magazines, he suggested 
that the Wilson Want List, as compiled 
for several years, be used as a basis as to 
what is worth exchanging or selling. 


As H. H. B. Meyer, of the Library of 
Congress, was not present to speak on 
the new British Museum catalogue, 


James T. Gerould, Princeton University 
Library, spoke briefly on its value and 
use. At the same time, he urged libraries 
to buy this valuable bibliographical aid. 
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So far only 144 sets have been ordered, 
and 200 are needed to receive the mini- 
mum price. He then spoke on the List 
of serial publications of foreign govern- 
ments, giving briefly the report of the 
work. He was followed by Theodore 


W. Koch, Northwestern University Li- 
brary, who supplemented his recent 
articles in the Library Journal with an 
informal, illustrated talk, “A Librarian 
Revisits Europe.” 


Mary VENN, secretary. 


Salary Statistics 


Junior and Senior High School Libraries 


The American Library Association 
Committee on Salaries, Insurance and 
Annuities presents the sixth annual table 
for this group. The fifth report was 
published January, 1929. It should be 
noted that the report deals with salaries 
in effect October, 1929, and not with 
salaries which may be attained. 

The table includes forty-seven sys- 
tems. Two other cities asked that their 
replies be considered confidential. 

The average minimum salary for the 
complete table is $1605 and the average 
maximum is $2451. In comparing the 
twenty cities which appear both years 
we find an increase of $103 in minimum, 





and an increase of $43 in maximum 
average salary. There is an increase of 
five in the number of librarians, a de- 
crease of six in the number of profes- 
sional assistants, and an increase of 
eighteen in the number of non-profes- 
sional assistants. 

The average number of months of 
service required each year is ten for the 
schools managed by the school boards, 
and twelve for those managed by the 
public libraries. 


Leta Perry, Compiler, 
Broadway High School Library, 
Seattle, Washington. 








Librarians 





Salary Statistics Junior and 
Compiled by the A. L. A. Committee on 
Salaries in Effect 

































































































































































Professional Assistants . 
City No. Min. Max. No. Min. Max 
Atlanta ‘< 9 ___ 1200 1200 3 am os 
Baltimore _ 1000 1640 ee ae Aco 
Birmingham 43 1250 1800 = z = 
Boston 4 1920 2208 a ees 2 
Bridgeport 1300 2600 1 1800 
Chicago = 1560 2340 ws 
Cincinnati 9 1900 2925 F 
Cleveland 292 1500 2970 11 1320 180 
Dallas ii 6 1200 1775 : mm 
Denver 14 1350 2550 4 ___1650 2250 
Detroit 39 1900 3200 = = 
Duluth 5 1400 2650 : ie 
East Chicago 2 1600 2300 = — 
Elizabeth 6 2000 2875 a ee ‘ 
Erie 4 1225 1650 sis “en 
Evansville = 1500 1950 Z a — 
Flint 6 1550 2460° as oe — 
Fort Worth 8 900 i -Seaee cece 
Gary 4 1800 2340 . os aieses 
Glendale 2 ___ 2300 2575 ae - = 
Grand Rapids 6 1680 2040 6 1020, «1860 
Houston 4 1000° 2300 ea eee —— 
Indianapolis os 1780 2550 2. ae 1000 1140 
Jersey City 3 2220 = oes se Se 
Joliet 1 2300 See . hoes — 
Kansas City, Mo 333 1600 2500 . ---- 
Los Angeles 62 1800 3040 3 1560 _2400 
Louisville 11 1200 1600 ee. 1109 
Long Beach 12 2600 3500 3 a 1975 2900 
Minneapolis ol 1500 2650 ---- 
New Bedford 3 1425 2700 = --- 
New Haven 4 1100 1700 Ss _ — - 
New York 183™ 1500 3600 — ——— 
Pasadena 10 1800 2900 ; 
Philadelphia 23 1800 3200 2 1600 1800 
Pittsburgh 17 1800 3200 11 1500 1800 
Rochester, N. Y 8 1800 2800 4 1200 1400 
St. Paul 6 1800 2350 7 ee ‘ 
San Diego 8 2088 3000 —_ _ =--- . 
San Francisco 22 1600 2800 fa 7 ——— 
Seattle 9 2010 2840 1 ___ 1500 pron 
Sioux City 2 1380 1980 . ss de epee 
Somerville 1 1700 ees 7 eee 
Spokane 5 1450 2350 _ _ — 
Toledo 4 1430 2010 a aaa 
Washington 8 1400 2200 8 1400 ___2200 
Youngstown 8 1350 2700 = ——- 
1. Does not include salary $125 per month of summer school librarian. 
2. One trade and one problem school included. 
3. Includes 6 part time, 5 of whom are students. 
4. Pages included but not those on S.B. salary schedule. 
5. cept assistant paid jointly. 
6. Librarian receiving maximum, paid two-thirds salary by H.S., one-third by Junior College. 
7. Non-professional assistant twelve months 
8. Statistics for one H.S. library under S.B. not included. 
9. Not professional grade. 
10. Two librarians paid by P.L. receive $1780 and $1860. 
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Senior High School Libraries 


' Sklaries, Insurance and Annuities, 1929 
; October, 1929 


















































































































































Salaries Paid by School Months of 

Non-Professional Assistants Total P.L. Pub. Library Enrollment Service 
No. Min. Max. Salaries S.B. School Board Min. Max. Required City 
. cies 9,600.00 S.B. 800 2000 10 Atlanta 
ue cs <<... ne S.B. 1300 2750 10 Baltimore 
— 600 ates. eee S.B. 1200 2600 9 Birmingham 
‘2 et 8,256.00 S.B. 1231 2296 10 Boston 
i ' aes 10,320.00 S.B. 650 1650 10 Bridgeport 
"43 900 1980 94,841.88" S.B. 1057 5091 10 Chicago 
ao 20,757.12 S.B. 717 2553 10 Cincinnati 
"$513 840 1500 103,168.00* P.L. 367 4401 12 Cleveland 
od : ine 8,875.00 S.B. 739 1598 9 Dallas 
a 1900 oe 37,000.00 S.B. 389 2070 91% Denver 
Cet Sere an ...\ ne S.B. 1428 4262 10 Detroit 
7 ae 8,235.00 S.B. 438 1931 9% Duluth 
7 aes 3,900.00 S.B. 989 2140 10 East Chicago 
pilin 12,125.00 S.B. 506 1086 10 Elizabeth 
= 500 aoe 6,000.00 S.B. 724 1921 934 Erie 
- Ss aaiias 4,800.00 S.B. 675 1914 10 Evansville 
_7 840 1200 17,840.00 S.B. 1100 2200 10° Flint 
tae 745 8,280.00 S.B. 195 2385 9 Fort Worth 
_ ater 7,860.00 $.B. 437 1250 12 Gary 
: 2 __1100 1500 7,475.00 S.B. 1250 1865 10 Glendale 
7 a aetna gf * 423 2104 12 Grand Rapids 
—— ee S.B. 438 1538 a Houston 
Bi asa ee wie... ene. $.3B.¥ 1169 5389 10% Indianapolis 
4 ; 1080 1440 11,660.00 hm 2800 3815 12 Jersey City 
1950 3,150.00 S.B. 2461 sat 9M Joliet 
- 1 _:1000 ec 7,100.00 S.B. 1175 1800 10-11 Kansas City, Mo. 
_5 1260 160,966.14 S.B. 253 3169 10 Los Angeles 
frre : a 20,300.00 S.B. 721 1348 10 Louisville 
_9 1100 1500 38,615.00 S.B. 489 3491 9% Long Beach 
_6 500 1000 23,700.00 S.B. 1352 2669 10 Minneapolis 
1 iS fi aes S.B.*5 1146 1635 10 New Bedford 
ca s 5,400.00 S.B. 750 4055 10 New Haven 
nae oe ow S.B. 563 7874 10 New York 
ean aoe a ern S.B. omens aio 10 Pasadena 
10 860 1280 70,735.00 S.B. 1230 3828 10 Philadelphia 
citing i acai 67,225.00 S.B. 450 2450 10 Pittsburgh 
a. 1400 : 32,505.23 S.B. 600 2820 10? Rochester, N. Y. 
a — 12,475.00 S.B. 530 1900 10 St. Paul 
3 864 1440 39,068.00 S.B. 383 3112 10-11 San Diego 
ikem. ‘ : 49,480.00 S.B. 370 2407 10 San Francisco 
_2 640 750 25,188.00 S.B. 969 2397 10 Seattle 
i = 3,360.00 S.B. 625 1541 9Y% Sioux City 
e “ 1,700.00 S.B. 2430 aS 10 Somerville 
_2 _1700 1800 13,100.00 S.B. 484 2227 10 Spokane 
ifn - : 6,740.00 S.B. 1426 2146 10 Toledo 
“ see eit 19,800.00 S.B. 263 2772 10 Washington 
z= a oe er ee S.B. 909 1664 10 Youngstown 





11. One assistant paid by S.B. $1000. 


12. P.L. librarians and assistants work twelve months. 


13. Most H.S. have regular public library branches. 
14. P.L. maintains libraries in all Junior H.S. 
15. One Senior H.S. library salary paid jointly. 


16. Includes 95 Junior H.S. teacher librarians who may not have had library training. 


17. Assistants twelve months. 
18. 1928 figures. 


19. Director also supervises libraries of elementary schools. 
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Now Ready 


Reference Work 


by James I. W yer 


sentation of the materials, methods, 
organization, and administration of 
reference work. Standard current practice 
gathered from libraries of many types and 
sizes are here combined with Mr. Wyer’s 
own long and fruitful experience. Special 
chapters devoted to reference work in pub- 
lic libraries, special libraries, school li- 
braries, and college and university libraries 
are incorporated. 


; READABLE and interesting pre- | 


Written with a zest which carries over 
some of the author’s enthusiasm for the 
work, its rewards and compensations. A 
book for students and instructors and for 
librarians in all types and sizes of libraries. 


315 p. Cloth, $2.50. Order now. 


/ 


A reference librarian writes: “I have | 
read the manuscript with a great deal of 
interest and think that it is an inspira 
tional achievement, very admirably pre- 
sented. The book will be certain to be 
enormously valuable to teachers, students, 
\ and reference departments.” 








American Library Association 
520 N. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 











